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ACT  IV  

 
 

[The Wimpole Street laboratory. Midnight. Nobody in the room. The clock 
on the mantelpiece strikes twelve. The fire is not alight: it is a summer night.] 
[Presently HIGGINS and PICKERING are heard on the stairs.] 

HIGGINS   
[calling down to PICKERING] I say, Pick: lock up, will you. I shan't be going 
out again.%

PICKERING.   
Right. Can Mrs. Pearce go to bed? We don't want anything more, do we? 

HIGGINS.   
Lord, no! 
[ELIZA opens the door and is seen on the lighted landing in opera cloak, 
brilliant evening dress, and diamonds, with fan, flowers, and all accessories. 
She comes to the hearth, and switches on the electric lights there. She is tired: 
her pallor contrasts strongly with her dark eyes and hair; and her expression 
is almost tragic. She takes off her cloak; puts her fan and flowers on the 
piano; and sits down on the bench, brooding and silent. HIGGINS, in evening 
dress, with overcoat and hat, comes in, carrying a smoking jacket which he 
has picked up downstairs. He takes off the hat and overcoat; throws them 
carelessly on the newspaper stand; disposes of his coat in the same way; puts 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accessories: (n) fittings, equipment, 
accessory, paraphernalia, 
attachments, props, appurtenances, 
accompaniments, trimmings, 
possession, garnishes. 

alight: (v) light, land, perch, dismount, 
get down, settle, get off, descend; 
(adj) ablaze, burning, blazing. 
ANTONYM: (v) mount. 

carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, 
sloppily, imprudently,  

inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, 
attentively, daintily, methodically, 
discreetly, economically. 

cloak: (n, v) veil, mask, camouflage, 
wrap, masquerade, screen, pall; (n) 
cape; (v) conceal, dissemble, hide. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, uncloak, 
unmask; (n, v) uncover. 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light,  

ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, 
ignite, kindled, lighten. 

midnight: (n) dark, noon, hour. 
pallor: (n) pallidness, wanness, 

complexion, achromasia, lividity, 
lividness, luridness, pale, skin color, 
whiteness, sallowness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) rosiness, coloration, bloom. 

smoking: (n) fume, marijuana, 
respiration, roll of tobacco, sens; (v) 
candent, ebullient, glowing; (adj) 
smoky, rabid; (adv) on a roll. 
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on the smoking jacket; and throws himself wearily into the easy-chair at the 
hearth. PICKERING, similarly attired, comes in. He also takes off his hat and 
overcoat, and is about to throw them on Higgins's when he hesitates.] 

PICKERING.   
I say: Mrs. Pearce will row if we leave these things lying about in the 
drawing-room.%

HIGGINS.   
Oh, chuck them over the bannisters into the hall. She'll find them there in the 
morning and put them away all right. She'll think we were drunk. 

PICKERING.   
We are, slightly. Are there any letters? 

HIGGINS.   
I didn't look. [PICKERING takes the overcoats and hats and goes down stairs. 
HIGGINS begins half singing half yawning an air from La Fanciulla del 
Golden West. Suddenly he stops and exclaims] I wonder where the devil my 
slippers are! 
[ELIZA looks at him darkly; then leaves the room.] 
[HIGGINS yawns again, and resumes his song. PICKERING returns, with the 
contents of the letter-box in his hand.] 

PICKERING.   
Only circulars, and this coroneted billet-doux for you. [He throws the 
circulars into the fender, and posts himself on the hearthrug, with his back to 
the grate]. 

HIGGINS   
[glancing at the billet-doux] Money-lender. [He throws the letter after the 
circulars]. 
[ELIZA returns with a pair of large down-at-heel slippers. She places them 
on the carpet before HIGGINS, and sits as before without a word.] 
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attired: (adj) clad, appareled, clothed, 
garbed, habilimented, robed; (adj, 
prep) garmented. 

carpet: (v) cover, drape, rebuke, 
encase, row, chew out; (n) rug, 
carpeting, tapis, runner, covering. 

chuck: (n, v) fling; (v) ditch, toss, pitch, 
throw, throw away, discard, vomit, 
abandon, hurl; (n) chow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, endure, 
maintain. 

coroneted: (adj) titled, highborn. 

darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, 
obscurely, duskily, somberly, 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) openly. 

down-at-heel: (adj) seedy, mean, 
threadbare, slovenly, sleazy, run-
down. 

places: (n) chairs, seating, spaces. 
stops: (n) Chicago, Michigan, 

Newmarket, boodle, halts, stop, 
stoppages, stopped, stopping, card  

game, moolah. 
wearily: (adv) sickly, boredly, dully, 

languidly, jadedly, exhaustedly, 
sadly, soberly, gravely, heavily, 
seriously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
hopefully, untiringly, energetically, 
dynamically. 

yawning: (adj, v) gaping, oscitant; (n) 
yawn, hiation, pandiculation, 
oscitancy; (adj) cavernous, open, 
drowsy, profound, sleepy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cramped, narrow. 
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HIGGINS   
[yawning again] Oh Lord! What an evening! What a crew! What a silly 
tomfoollery! [He raises his shoe to unlace it, and catches sight of the slippers. 
He stops unlacing and looks at them as if they had appeared there of their 
own accord]. Oh! they're there, are they? 

PICKERING   
[stretching himself] Well, I feel a bit tired. It's been a long day. The garden 
party, a dinner party, and the opera! Rather too much of a good thing. But 
you've won your bet, Higgins. Eliza did the trick, and something to spare, eh? 

HIGGINS   
[fervently] Thank God it's over! 
[ELIZA flinches violently; but they take no notice of her; and she recovers 
herself and sits stonily as before.] 

PICKERING.   
Were you nervous at the garden party? I was. Eliza didn't seem a bit 
nervous.%

HIGGINS.   
Oh, she wasn't nervous. I knew she'd be all right. No, it's the strain of putting 
the job through all these months that has told on me. It was interesting 
enough at first, while we were at the phonetics; but after that I got deadly 
sick of it. If I hadn't backed myself to do it I should have chucked the whole 
thing up two months ago. It was a silly notion: the whole thing has been a 
bore. 

PICKERING.   
Oh come! the garden party was frightfully exciting. My heart began beating 
like anything. 

HIGGINS.   
Yes, for the first three minutes. But when I saw we were going to win hands 
down, I felt like a bear in a cage, hanging about doing nothing. The dinner 
was worse: sitting gorging there for over an hour, with nobody but a damned 
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appeared: (n) appearing. 
beating: (n) reverse, defeat, whipping, 

thrashing, battery, flogging, 
pounding, pulsation, pulse, rout; (adj) 
pulsing. ANTONYMS: (n) victory, 
win. 

cage: (n, v) jail; (n) basket, birdcage, 
hutch, gaol, frame, corral, cell; (v) 
confine, imprison, enclose. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release; (n) 
freedom, liberation. 

deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj)  

baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; 
(adv) lifelessly, lethally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, 
healthful, benign, innocuous, 
exciting. 

shoe: (n) horseshoe, sandal, shoes, 
moccasin, footgear, footwear, skid, 
flippers, anklet, flipper, track shoe. 

stonily: (adv) icily, pitilessly, 
unfeelingly, cruelly, hardly, roughly, 

rockily, heartlessly, frigidly, 
insensitively, mercilessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) kindly. 

unlace: (v) loosen, untie, unbrace, 
unlash, unlashed, unloose. 

violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, hotly, 
madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 
passionately, strongly, hard, 
furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nonviolently, feebly, 
impassively, peacefully, tamely. 
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fool of a fashionable woman to talk to! I tell you, Pickering, never again for 
me. No more artificial duchesses. The whole thing has been simple 
purgatory.%

PICKERING.   
You've never been broken in properly to the social routine. [Strolling over to 
the piano] I rather enjoy dipping into it occasionally myself: it makes me feel 
young again. Anyhow, it was a great success: an immense success. I was 
quite frightened once or twice because Eliza was doing it so well. You see, 
lots of the real people can't do it at all: they're such fools that they think style 
comes by nature to people in their position; and so they never learn. There's 
always something professional about doing a thing superlatively well. 

HIGGINS.   
Yes: that's what drives me mad: the silly people don't know their own silly 
business. [Rising] However, it's over and done with; and now I can go to bed 
at last without dreading tomorrow. 
[ELIZA'S beauty becomes murderous.] 

PICKERING.   
I think I shall turn in too. Still, it's been a great occasion: a triumph for you. 
Good-night. [He goes]. 

HIGGINS   
[following him] Good-night. [Over his shoulder, at the door] Put out the 
lights, Eliza; and tell Mrs. Pearce not to make coffee for me in the morning: I'll 
take tea. [He goes out]. 
[ELIZA tries to control herself and feel indifferent as she rises and walks 
across to the hearth to switch off the lights. By the time she gets there she is 
on the point of screaming. She sits down in Higgins's chair and holds on hard 
to the arms. Finally she gives way and flings herself furiously on the floor 
raging.] 
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dipping: (n) dipping treatment, 
immersion, sinking, dipping method, 
deep engagedness, run, dip coating; 
(adj) plunging, falling, plummeting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rising. 

dreading: (adj) anxious. 
furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, 

fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly, 
wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, 
impetuously, frantically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly. 

immense: (adj) vast, enormous, great, 

gigantic, immeasurable, colossal, 
boundless, big, large, giant, infinite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, small, 
insignificant, miniature, slight, 
negligible, compact, narrow, short, 
minor. 

indifferent: (adj) apathetic, impassive, 
cold, cool, callous, fair, insensible, 
unconcerned, careless, dull, average. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) enthusiastic, 
fervent, keen, obsessive, energetic, 
eager, involved, surprised,  

exceptional, concerned, shocked. 
screaming: (adv) screamingly; (n) 

shrieking, shriek, screeching, screech, 
vociferation; (adj) garish, loud, 
uproarious, showy, noisy. 

superlatively: (adv) perfectly, 
preeminently, excellently, 
matchlessly, extremely, 
outstandingly, splendidly, 
magnificently, consummately, 
brilliantly, absolutely. 
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HIGGINS   
[in despairing wrath outside] What the devil have I done with my slippers? 
[He appears at the door].%

LIZA   
[snatching up the slippers, and hurling them at him one after the other with 
all her force] There are your slippers. And there. Take your slippers; and may 
you never have a day's luck with them! 

HIGGINS   
[astounded] What on earth--! [He comes to her]. What's the matter? Get up. 
[He pulls her up]. Anything wrong? 

LIZA   
[breathless] Nothing wrong--with you. I've won your bet for you, haven't I? 
That's enough for you. I don't matter, I suppose. 

HIGGINS.   
You won my bet! You! Presumptuous insect! I won it. What did you throw 
those slippers at me for? 

LIZA.   
Because I wanted to smash your face. I'd like to kill you, you selfish brute. 
Why didn't you leave me where you picked me out of--in the gutter? You 
thank God it's all over, and that now you can throw me back again there, do 
you? [She crisps her fingers, frantically]. 

HIGGINS   
[looking at her in cool wonder] The creature is nervous, after all. 

LIZA   
[gives a suffocated scream of fury, and instinctively darts her nails at his 
face]!! 

HIGGINS   
[catching her wrists] Ah! would you? Claws in, you cat. How dare you show 
your temper to me? Sit down and be quiet. [He throws her roughly into the 
easy-chair]. 
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claws: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, unguis, 
hook, fangs, teeth; (n) clutches, jaws. 

darts: (n) board game, game of dart. 
despairing: (adj) hopeless, desperate, 

despondent, forlorn, desolate, 
dejected, pessimistic, sad, 
brokenhearted, miserable, 
inconsolable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hopeful, optimistic, rosy, happy, 
confident, cheerful. 

hurling: (adj) moving; (n) field game. 
insect: (n) worm, flea, hymenopteran, 

hymenopteron, earwig, dirt ball, 
homopteran, hemipteran, gallfly, 
fish, biting louse. 

instinctively: (adv) involuntarily, 
mechanically, spontaneously, 
automatically, intuitively, inherently, 
automaticly, unconsciously, 
impulsively, unthinkingly, 
instinctually. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, objectively. 

scream: (n, v) shout, call, howl, yell, 
screech, shriek, wail; (v) cry out, roar, 

bellow, hollo. ANTONYM: (n) bore. 
smash: (n, v) crash, hit, bang, clash, 

knock; (v) shatter, crush, mash, break, 
defeat, ruin. ANTONYMS: (v) mend, 
preserve; (n) flop. 

suffocated: (adj) suffocate; (v) 
asphyxied. 

wrath: (n) rage, resentment, ire, fury, 
displeasure, indignation, passion, 
madness, choler, irritation; (adj) 
angry. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
love, composure, serenity. 
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LIZA   
[crushed by superior strength and weight] What's to become of me? What's 
to become of me? 

HIGGINS.   
How the devil do I know what's to become of you? What does it matter what 
becomes of you? 

LIZA.   
You don't care. I know you don't care. You wouldn't care if I was dead. I'm 
nothing to you--not so much as them slippers.%

HIGGINS   
[thundering] Those slippers. 

LIZA   
[with bitter submission] Those slippers. I didn't think it made any difference 
now. 
[A pause. ELIZA hopeless and crushed. HIGGINS a little uneasy.] 

HIGGINS   
[in his loftiest manner] Why have you begun going on like this? May I ask 
whether you complain of your treatment here? 

LIZA.   
No. 

HIGGINS.   
Has anybody behaved badly to you? Colonel Pickering? Mrs. Pearce? Any of 
the servants? 

LIZA.   
No. 

HIGGINS.   
I presume you don't pretend that I have treated you badly. 

LIZA.   
No. 
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begun: (adj) present. 
complain: (v) bemoan, protest, whine, 

squawk, bewail, beef, grudge, accuse, 
carp, plain, complaint. ANTONYMS: 
(v) praise, applaud, cheer, 
recommend, rejoice, laud, approve, 
agree, accept. 

crushed: (adj) beaten, subdued, low, 
conquered, flattened, dispirited, 
compressed, overwhelmed, 
shattered; (v) victimized; (n) 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

victorious, euphoric. 
hopeless: (adj) incurable, despondent, 

forlorn, disconsolate, desperate, 
impossible, useless, abject, despair, 
dismal, irreparable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheerful, competent, promising, 
optimistic, encouraging, helpful, 
useful, successful, practical, laudable, 
effective. 

loftiest: (adj) uppermost, top, 
sovereign. 

presume: (v) dare, consider, believe,  

think, infer, guess, expect, esteem, 
conclude, suppose, conjecture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appreciate, despair, 
speculate. 

servants: (n) staff, suite. 
submission: (n) compliance, 

obedience, acquiescence, bid, offer, 
deference, entry, presentation, 
conformity; (adj, n) resignation, 
surrender. ANTONYMS: (n) 
defiance, divergence, disobedience. 
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HIGGINS.   
I am glad to hear it. [He moderates his tone]. Perhaps you're tired after the 
strain of the day. Will you have a glass of champagne? [He moves towards 
the door].%

LIZA.   
No. [Recollecting her manners] Thank you. 

HIGGINS   
[good-humored again] This has been coming on you for some days. I suppose 
it was natural for you to be anxious about the garden party. But that's all over 
now. [He pats her kindly on the shoulder. She writhes]. There's nothing more 
to worry about. 

LIZA.   
No. Nothing more for you to worry about. [She suddenly rises and gets away 
from him by going to the piano bench, where she sits and hides her face]. Oh 
God! I wish I was dead. 

HIGGINS   
[staring after her in sincere surprise] Why? in heaven's name, why? 
[Reasonably, going to her] Listen to me, Eliza. All this irritation is purely 
subjective. 

LIZA.   
I don't understand. I'm too ignorant. 

HIGGINS.   
It's only imagination. Low spirits and nothing else. Nobody's hurting you. 
Nothing's wrong. You go to bed like a good girl and sleep it off. Have a little 
cry and say your prayers: that will make you comfortable. 

LIZA.   
I heard your prayers. "Thank God it's all over!" 

HIGGINS   
[impatiently] Well, don't you thank God it's all over? Now you are free and 
can do what you like. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bench: (n) banquette, chair, 
workbench, court, terrace, bank, bar, 
judicatory, Ottoman, board, form. 

champagne: (v) chain lightning, 
cocktail; (n) sparkling wine, blonde. 

hurting: (adj) aching, painful, tender; 
(n) hurt, ache, sting, pain, colic, 
dysmenorrhea, agony; (v) causing 
pain. ANTONYM: (adj) painless. 

irritation: (n) exasperation, anger, 
annoyance, displeasure, bother, 
excitation, temper, excitement,  

irritability, vexation, annoying. 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, balm, 
calm, calmness, equanimity, patience.

recollecting: (n) recollection. 
sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) 

genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, 
serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, n) 
cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) insincere, 
dishonest, guarded, flippant, 
affected, disingenuous, hypocritical, 
cunning, unfaithful, unenthusiastic, 
unbelievable. 

spirits: (n) alcohol, booze, humor, 
frame of mind, liqueur, strong drink, 
hard drink; (adj) cheer, geniality, 
good humor; (v) wine. 

subjective: (adj) biased, internal, 
objective, personal, intellectual, 
derived from within, prejudiced, 
psychological, rational, immanent, 
subjectives. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
objective, impartial, transeunt, 
unbiased, general, logical. 
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LIZA   
[pulling herself together in desperation] What am I fit for? What have you left 
me fit for? Where am I to go? What am I to do? What's to become of me? 

HIGGINS   
[enlightened, but not at all impressed] Oh, that's what's worrying you, is it? 
[He thrusts his hands into his pockets, and walks about in his usual manner, 
rattling the contents of his pockets, as if condescending to a trivial subject out 
of pure kindness]. I shouldn't bother about it if I were you. I should imagine 
you won't have much difficulty in settling yourself, somewhere or other, 
though I hadn't quite realized that you were going away. [She looks quickly 
at him: he does not look at her, but examines the dessert stand on the piano 
and decides that he will eat an apple]. You might marry, you know. [He bites 
a large piece out of the apple, and munches it noisily]. You see, Eliza, all men 
are not confirmed old bachelors like me and the Colonel. Most men are the 
marrying sort (poor devils!); and you're not bad-looking; it's quite a pleasure 
to look at you sometimes--not now, of course, because you're crying and 
looking as ugly as the very devil; but when you're all right and quite yourself, 
you're what I should call attractive. That is, to the people in the marrying line, 
you understand. You go to bed and have a good nice rest; and then get up 
and look at yourself in the glass; and you won't feel so cheap.%

[ELIZA again looks at him, speechless, and does not stir.] 
[The look is quite lost on him: he eats his apple with a dreamy expression of 
happiness, as it is quite a good one.] 

HIGGINS   
[a genial afterthought occurring to him] I daresay my mother could find 
some chap or other who would do very well-- 

LIZA.   
We were above that at the corner of Tottenham Court Road. 

HIGGINS   
[waking up] What do you mean? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

afterthought: (n) aftercome, 
aftercourse, aftergrowth, afterpart, 
afterpiece, second thought, reversal, 
turnaround, turnabout, improver, 
postscript. ANTONYMS: (n) 
presupposition, forethought. 

condescending: (adj) arrogant, 
snobbish, superior, haughty, 
gracious, patronizing, supercilious, 
arch, benign, affable, merciful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
unassuming, approachable,  

unpretentious, friendly, admiring, 
modest, respectful, deferential. 

dreamy: (adj) faraway, romantic, 
impractical, somnolent, visionary, 
sleepy, pensive, moony, idealistic, 
drowsy; (v) balmy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cynical, vigorous, pragmatic, 
practical, awake, alert, ordinary, 
prosaic. 

eats: (n) grub, chuck, food, meat, meal, 
diet, nurture, eat, dinner, board, feed.

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable,  

cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable. 

occurring: (adj) going on. 
speechless: (adj) silent, mute, dumb, 

dumbfounded, voiceless, quiet, 
tongueless, tacit, noiseless, mum, 
wordless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
loquacious, eloquent, talkative. 
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LIZA.   
I sold flowers. I didn't sell myself. Now you've made a lady of me I'm not fit 
to sell anything else. I wish you'd left me where you found me.%

HIGGINS   
[slinging the core of the apple decisively into the grate] Tosh, Eliza. Don't 
you insult human relations by dragging all this cant about buying and selling 
into it. You needn't marry the fellow if you don't like him. 

LIZA.   
What else am I to do? 

HIGGINS.   
Oh, lots of things. What about your old idea of a florist's shop? Pickering 
could set you up in one: he's lots of money. [Chuckling] He'll have to pay for 
all those togs you have been wearing today; and that, with the hire of the 
jewellery, will make a big hole in two hundred pounds. Why, six months ago 
you would have thought it the millennium to have a flower shop of your 
own. Come! you'll be all right. I must clear off to bed: I'm devilish sleepy. By 
the way, I came down for something: I forget what it was. 

LIZA.   
Your slippers. 

HIGGINS.   
Oh yes, of course. You shied them at me. [He picks them up, and is going out 
when she rises and speaks to him]. 

LIZA.   
Before you go, sir-- 

HIGGINS   
[dropping the slippers in his surprise at her calling him sir] Eh? 

LIZA.   
Do my clothes belong to me or to Colonel Pickering? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cant: (n) jargon, lingo, slang, 
vernacular, argot; (n, v) bank, tilt, 
bias, incline; (adj, n) bevel; (v) list. 

chuckling: (n) laughter. 
decisively: (adv) resolutely, 

conclusively, firmly, finally, fatefully, 
crucially, definitively, positively, 
absolutely, definitely, flatly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) irresolutely, 
unconvincingly, indecisively, 
aimlessly, insignificantly, 
halfheartedly, hesitantly. 

devilish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic, 
infernal, mephistophelian, 
demoniacal; (adj) demonic, wicked, 
diabolical, terrific; (v) Stygian; (adv) 
devilishly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cherubic, godlike, good, saintly, 
virtuous. 

grate: (v) grind, creak, scrape, abrade, 
gall, gnash, fret, rub, aggravate, 
provoke; (n) lattice. 

millennium: (n) Happy Valley, 
chateaux en Espagne, future, century, 

Atlantis, millenary, remote future, 
period, millennial, thousand years, 
crack of doom. 

sleepy: (adj) drowsy, dozy, slow, lazy, 
hypnotic, inactive, comatose, dull, 
heavy, dreamy; (adv) asleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awake, energetic, 
vigorous, clear, lively, refreshed. 

speaks: (n) talks. 
togs: (n) threads, duds, gear, suit, 

livery, apparel, clothes, clothing, 
toggery, accouterment, caparison. 
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HIGGINS   
[coming back into the room as if her question were the very climax of 
unreason] What the devil use would they be to Pickering? 

LIZA.   
He might want them for the next girl you pick up to experiment on.%

HIGGINS   
[shocked and hurt] Is that the way you feel towards us? 

LIZA.   
I don't want to hear anything more about that. All I want to know is whether 
anything belongs to me. My own clothes were burnt. 

HIGGINS.   
But what does it matter? Why need you start bothering about that in the 
middle of the night? 

LIZA.   
I want to know what I may take away with me. I don't want to be accused of 
stealing. 

HIGGINS   
[now deeply wounded] Stealing! You shouldn't have said that, Eliza. That 
shows a want of feeling. 

LIZA.   
I'm sorry. I'm only a common ignorant girl; and in my station I have to be 
careful. There can't be any feelings between the like of you and the like of me. 
Please will you tell me what belongs to me and what doesn't? 

HIGGINS   
[very sulky] You may take the whole damned houseful if you like. Except the 
jewels. They're hired. Will that satisfy you? [He turns on his heel and is about 
to go in extreme dudgeon]. 

LIZA   
[drinking in his emotion like nectar, and nagging him to provoke a further 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

climax: (n, v) peak, crown; (n) top, 
zenith, culmination, acme, height, 
summit, pinnacle, meridian; (adj, n) 
orgasm. ANTONYMS: (v) dip, drop, 
delve; (n) low, nadir, bathos, 
anticlimax, comedown, base, trough, 
prelude. 

jewels: (n) jewelry, gems, wealth, 
hoops, Perrie, riches, studs, fortune, 
fineness, earrings, decoration. 

nagging: (adj) critical, troublesome, 
niggling, captious, vexatious,  

bothersome, demanding, moaning, 
uneasy; (n) torment. 

nectar: (n) delicacy, secretion, juice, 
beebread, fruit crush, fruit juice, 
goody, kickshaw, liquid, bitterweed. 

provoke: (n, v) excite; (v) defy, offend, 
enrage, anger, irritate, arouse, kindle, 
inflame, invite, get. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, soothe, mollify, deter, inhibit, 
dampen, arbitrate, allay, defuse, 
discourage, douse. 

stealing: (n) pilferage, larceny, theft,  

steal, burglary, misappropriation, 
embezzlement, stolen, thievery, 
pilfering, thieving. 

sulky: (adj) gloomy, grouchy, morose, 
surly, peevish, moody, dismal, cross, 
petulant, crabby; (adj, v) glum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resigned, 
cheerful; (n) cheeriness. 

unreason: (n) insanity, absurdity, 
hysteria. 
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supply] Stop, please. [She takes off her jewels]. Will you take these to your 
room and keep them safe? I don't want to run the risk of their being missing.%

HIGGINS   
[furious] Hand them over. [She puts them into his hands]. If these belonged 
to me instead of to the jeweler, I'd ram them down your ungrateful throat. 
[He perfunctorily thrusts them into his pockets, unconsciously decorating 
himself with the protruding ends of the chains]. 

LIZA   
[taking a ring off] This ring isn't the jeweler's: it's the one you bought me in 
Brighton. I don't want it now. [Higgins dashes the ring violently into the 
fireplace, and turns on her so threateningly that she crouches over the piano 
with her hands over her face, and exclaims] Don't you hit me. 

HIGGINS.   
Hit you! You infamous creature, how dare you accuse me of such a thing? It 
is you who have hit me. You have wounded me to the heart. 

LIZA   
[thrilling with hidden joy] I'm glad. I've got a little of my own back, anyhow. 

HIGGINS   
[with dignity, in his finest professional style] You have caused me to lose my 
temper: a thing that has hardly ever happend to me before. I prefer to say 
nothing more tonight. I am going to bed. 

LIZA   
[pertly] You'd better leave a note for Mrs. Pearce about the coffee; for she 
won't be told by me. 

HIGGINS   
[formally] Damn Mrs. Pearce; and damn the coffee; and damn you; and damn 
my own folly in having lavished my hard-earned knowledge and the treasure 
of my regard and intimacy on a heartless guttersnipe. [He goes out with 
impressive decorum, and spoils it by slamming the door savagely]. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

decorating: (adj) ornamental; (n) 
decoration. 

decorum: (n) propriety, gentility, 
decorousness, dignity, fitness, 
manners, correctness, ceremony, 
properness, politeness, grace. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impoliteness, 
rudeness, informality, indecorum, 
impropriety, indecency, corruption, 
abandon, vulgarity. 

heartless: (adj) hardhearted, ruthless, 
cruel, pitiless, obdurate, merciless,  

unfeeling, unkind, stony, insensitive, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
caring, hearted, warmhearted, 
compassionate, softhearted, merciful, 
sympathetic, concerned, flattering, 
generous. 

jeweler: (n) goldsmith, shaper, 
merchandiser, maker, merchant, 
silversmith, jewelry maker. 

perfunctorily: (adv) superficially, 
automatically, carelessly, as a 
formality, involuntarily, quickly,  

hastily, unthinkingly, passingly, 
automaticly, fleetingly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) thoroughly. 

protruding: (adj) obtrusive, projecting, 
jutting, protrusive, salient, projected, 
bulging, protuberant, noticeable, 
sticking out, proposed. 

threateningly: (adv) sinisterly, 
ominously, seriously, warningly, 
perilously, gloomily, dangerously, 
minatorily, grimly, minaciously, 
loweringly. 
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[ELIZA %smiles for the first time; expresses her feelings by a wild 
pantomime in which an imitation of Higgins's exit is confused with her own 
triumph; and finally goes down on her knees on the hearthrug to look for the 
ring.] 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

confused: (adj) abashed, baffled, 
befuddled, bemused, dizzy, chaotic, 
confounded, deranged, incoherent, 
disjointed, indistinct. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) enlightened, orderly, alert, 
clearheaded, organized, oriented, 
precise, systematic, ordered, 
unimpressed, methodical. 

exit: (n) departure, door, egress, outlet, 
going, gate, way out; (v) leave, go, go 
out, die. ANTONYMS: (n) arrival, 
entry, entrance, greeting; (v) arrive,  

come. 
feelings: (n) emotions, opinion, 

bosom, emotion, thought, reputation, 
honor, feeling, sentiments, thoughts, 
manner. 

imitation: (adj, n) fake, sham, 
reproduction; (n) dummy, forgery, 
mockery, copy, emulation; (n, v) 
parody; (adj) false, bogus. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, real, 
natural; (n) original, formalism. 

knees: (n) knee. 

pantomime: (n, v) gesture; (n) dumb 
show, mummery, acting, playacting, 
performing, playing, pantomimist; 
(v) mimic, roleplay, playact. 

triumph: (v) exult, prevail, crow, 
rejoice, succeed; (n, v) glory, win, joy; 
(n) victory, conquest, exultation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, defeat, 
sorrow, unhappiness, dud, sadness, 
loss, flop; (v) fail, lose, forfeit. 

 

 

  


